volved, but it helped our Infection Control Team demonstrate to Administration that our hectic and expensive epidemiologic efforts are well worthwhile.
We would like to share a partial solution with your readers. Printed below is a form which was developed after 4 years of the same frenzy and frustrations as those described in the article. The form provides us with prospective knowledge of the immune/susceptible status of employees, including house officers and all students affiliated with Winthrop-University Hospital. The requirement has met with objections and resistance and the usual "no one else does this!" comment. But with Administration firmly committed to our effort, we insist on compliance. We include non-hospital employed personnel who service equipment or have other access to patient areas, ie, hemodialysis machines, TV rentals, etc, and this procedure has already proved its worth several times.
Inge Gurevich, RN, MA, CIC Coordinator, Infection Control Program
Winthrop-University Hospital Mineola, New York
